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Crete in order to marry her. He deserted her, however, whilst
asleep on the island of JSTaxos, either of his own accord or
because warned of the god in a dream. The indescribable
anguish and consternation of Ariadne, on awaking to find herself
alone and deserted on a foreign strand, was only equalled by her
joyous surprise when Bacchus, returning from his travels in
India, found her and made her his bride. The poets, indeed,
do not relate that Zeus then bestowed on her that immortality
which he had already given his son on account of his glorious
achievements and extraordinary merit toward mankind; but
such appears to have been the popular tradition. At Athens a
sort of harvest thanksgiving was celebrated in honour of both
Dionysus and his bride, at which vines with the grapes on them
were borne in solemn procession through the streets of the
city.

The worship of Dionysus extended not only over the whole
of Greece, but also to Italy, Asia Minor, Thrace, and Macedonia,
and to every place where the vine was cultivated by the Greeks.
The god was extolled as Lyseus, the deliverer from care, and
great festivals were instituted in his honour, which were of a
disorderly character, but very popular among the common
people. At the time of the winter solstice there was mourning,
because at this season the vine seemed to die away, and the god
was believed to be suffering persecution at the hands of the evil
spirits of winter, and obliged to flee in consequence to the sea or
lower world. It was, therefore, thought right to suffer with
him, and people manifested their grief at his disappearance by
every kind of wild gesture. At the winter festivals of Dionysus,
which were celebrated every other year, only women and girls
took part. The festivals of the god at the beginning of spring,
when the new wine was tasted for the first time, were purely
festivals of gladness, like the greater Dionysia at Athens. On
these occasions the reawakening of nature was celebrated with